
Dear colleagues, 

the EHSF e.V. celebrates 15 years of fascinating work mirrored in a current publication of 43 co-

authors (Exp Dermatol 2020;29:1154–70), which summarized ongoing hidradenitis suppurativa (HS) 

research and clinical activities around the globe.  

After the international thematic conferences in Dessau (2006), San Francisco (2009), Brussels (2014 

and 2015), Berlin (2016), Copenhagen (2017), Rotterdam (2018), Wroclaw (2019) and Athens (2020) 

we had planed to organize the 10th International EHSF Conference as a worldwide face-to-face 

event. The pandemic has obliged us, however, to offer a virtual event, which is a new experience for 

us and, despite of that, is not going to limit our target to  provide a high level scientific event on the 

ongoing and future research development and innovations on HS. Moreover, we want to achieve our 

initial purpose to encourage international cooperation in the field. 

Since the legentary, pioneer days many things have changed to the better. The interest to the 

disease and the scientific work performed by increasing numbers of clinician and scientists have 

grown exponentially. HS has found its home in dermatology. Patients have been organized in several 

national self-aid groups. A first compound for medical treatment has been registered with many 

more currently being into clinical studies. At last, the EHSF e.V. has grown up, providing significant 

contributions in the field through valuable cooperative works of its members in discovering the 

molecular etiology, comorbid factors and biomarkers, and establishing diagnostic and classification 

criteria, outcome measure instruments and guidelines for the treatment of the disease. 

These huge developments, which supported a better understanding of HS and the needs of medical 

and psychological care of HS patients but also the targets for the years to come will be the central 

subjects of this scientific event. Parallelly, EHSF e.V. opens its doors to invite all caring physicians and 

scientists, independently of their specialization, to participate, since the emerging comorbidity of HS 

requires an interdisciplinary approach. 

Our purpose is to construct a scientific programme of high impact providing current information on 

research and clinical relevance on HS. The invited speakers and those chosen among you, who will 

submit abstracts, include both experts in the field, who are motivators for young upcoming 

specialists, but also young scientists and students working or wishing to work in this fascinating field 

in the future as well as the partners of the pharmaceutical industry, who are active in the field. 

Participants will have the opportunity to share their knowledge and perspectives and to gain a better 

insight in HS. We have no doubt that your virtual journey to Europe will be an interesting experience 

and we will make our best efforts that your scientific expectations and networking wishes will be 

fulfilled. 

On behalf of the EHSF e.V. 

Prof. Dr. Prof. honoraire Dr. h.c. Christos C. Zouboulis 
 


